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Welcome to Forensic Science 2020-2021!  This is an exciting course with a great deal of 
laboratory and hands-on activity.  We encourage you to participate fully in class to get the most 
out of this course. 

Note:  Due to the nature of online learning, some assignments, such as labs, may need to 
be completed at home. If this is the case, you will receive a materials list consisting of 
common household items that can be used for your labs.  You are required to take 
photos of your work and post them as part of your assignment if you complete labs at 
home. 

Below are the expectations for our class.  Please read each section carefully.  Both you and 
your parent/guardian should complete the Google Form indicating that you have read and 
acknowledged the information contained in this syllabus.  Please keep a copy of the syllabus 
itself for future reference as it contains important dates and information about the class that you 
will need throughout the year. 

Course Description 

Forensic Science is a 36-week course that builds upon basic science concepts, including the 
scientific method and scientific investigation and inquiry, and applies these concepts to the 
investigation of crime scenes.  The course is often used as a fourth-year science course and 
may also serve as a requirement in certain Career Technology programs.  Students learn 
scientific protocols for examining a crime scene; how to use chemical and physical separation 
methods to isolate and identify materials; how to analyze biological evidence; and the use of 
tools, including impressions from firearms, tool marks, arson, and explosive evidence.  

Evaluation Methods 

Your grade at the end of the year will be determined as a result of the following:  laboratory 
experiments and write-ups, quizzes, article reviews/reading assignments, classwork, homework, 
projects, writing assignments, and tests.  Material for tests will come from class discussions, 
student readings, and laboratory exercises. 

Grading percentages will consist of an average of the following: 

Formative Assessments  - 40% 
Summative Assessments - 60% 

 
Notes regarding grading and work: 

● Formative Assessments include classwork, warm-up activities, quizzes, notes, 
vocabulary terms, exit-tickets, writing assignments, and more.  
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● Summative Assessments include Common Interim Assessments from the district, 
teacher-made tests, large lab reports, and projects.  

● Each semester counts as 50% of your final grade.  There is no final exam for this course. 
● Missed tests may be an alternate version of the original test. 
● Online work is expected to be of the same quality and rigor as in-class work.  The same 

rules apply to all online work as in-class work regarding plagiarism, unauthorized help, 
and late work. 

Academic 
Honesty  
Students will submit original work that is not copied from another student and/or plagiarized. 
Cheating will not be tolerated. Please do not put yourself in a situation that may compromise 
your work in any way. Anyone suspected of cheating will have their paper taken, their parents 
contacted and they will be referred to the office for disciplinary action.  
 
Make Up Work 
Students will adhere to the SEHS/ECHS make-up work policy as described in the Student 
Handbook when turning in late or incomplete assignments. Per the policy, work turned in late 
will be docked 11 points for 3 days. After the 4th day after the due date the missing work will no 
longer be accepted and the student will receive a 0.  Please note that late work may not be 
accepted during the last week of the grading period (every 9 weeks). If you are absent it is your 
responsibility to come to the teacher for make up work and complete it in accordance to the 
school policy.  
 
Classroom and Laboratory Environment 

The classroom and laboratory environment should be conducive to learning at all times.  Lab 
activities are designed to reinforce areas of study and give students an opportunity to 
experience first-hand the work that forensic scientists do.  Students will be working with a variety 
of lab equipment and must conduct themselves in a responsible manner at all times.  Any 
misbehavior will result in immediate removal from the lab for the safety of the student and 
others.  Instructors may also, at their discretion, evaluate the student’s fitness to participate in 
future labs based on behavior.  If a student is removed from a lab, an alternative assignment will 
be given with a maximum possible grade of 70.  A grade of zero will be recorded if the 
assignment is not completed.  A second lab offense will result in a parent conference and 
possible removal from lab activities for the remainder of the year.  Misbehavior includes, but is 
not limited to:  running, horseplay, failure to follow instructions, eating or drinking in the lab area, 
ingestion of any unapproved substances, leaving the assigned lab group, and failure to wear 
proper protective gear at all times.  

Virtual Lab Activities 

Due to the virtual nature of this course many of the traditional lab activities will have to be 
adapted to the new learning environment. The same behavior and work ethics expectations 
apply. Students will be informed ahead of time of any needed materials for hands-on, at-home 



lab activities. There will also be video recorded labs that will constitute the majority of the 
laboratory portion of this online course.  

Rules and Expectations 

1.  All student handbook policies will be enforced, including dress code.  
2.  Students are expected to respect themselves and others at all times. 
3.  Required materials, including notebook, paper, pencil and pen must be brought to class 
every day. 
4.  Drinking water is permitted only in the desk area of the classroom, not in the lab.  Any 
violation of this rule may result in suspension of lab and/or water privileges.  Food is not 
permitted in the classroom at any time. 
5.  Students may only use the restroom during class with permission and a pass.  Students are 
expected to use the restroom between classes.  Only emergency situations will be addressed 
during class. 
6.  Electronic devices are to be stored in the caddy upon entering the room.  No cell phone use 
is permitted without teacher permission.  Failure to adhere to this rule may result in confiscation 
of the device and parental notification. 
 
Virtual Classroom Rules and Expectations 
NOTE: These rules are in addition to the other rules and expectations outlined above.  

1. Students are expected to be respectful in all live meetings, class activities, and message 
boards.  

2. Students are expected to  use appropriate language in class and out of class.  
3. Students are expected to complete their work with integrity in the virtual classroom. This 

means that they will complete their assignments on their own without cheating or 
plagiarizing.  

 

Consequences of Rule Violations 

A safe classroom and lab depends on following the rules.  If a student violates any classroom 
rule, the following steps will be taken to keep the environment safe for everyone. 

1.  First offense—verbal warning. 
2.  Second offense—student conference/parent contact. 
3.  Third offense—after-school detention. 
4.  Fourth offense—office referral. 
 
Instructors reserve the right to make an immediate office referral in cases of serious offenses. 

Opportunities for Success 

This course is designed to be interactive, with plenty of opportunities for participation.  For 
students who need extra help and support, we offer the following opportunities: 



1.  Tutoring.  Instructors are available during Instructional Focus time to provide one-on-one or 
small-group tutoring.  Students are encouraged to utilize IF for tutoring.  If a student is unable to 
come to IF, a time before or after school may be arranged by appointment with the instructor. 

2.  Extra Credit.  Students are encouraged to complete all classwork, homework and labs in a 
timely manner.  Extra credit will only be offered when a student has completed all eligible 
assignments, and will be given at the teacher’s discretion.  Students who are failing at the 
9-week report periods are encouraged to enter into a grade contract with the teacher to ensure 
passage for the year. 

3.  Books.  Books are available for checkout upon request. Students are responsible for keeping 
all books in good condition and returning them in a timely manner.  Most assignments will be 
posted on Google Classroom, so books are often not necessary to complete classwork and 
homework. 

NOTE: Due to the online nature of this course students will have access to their textbook 
online.  

Book Information 

This class utilizes the textbook Forensic Science:  Fundamentals and Investigations by Bertino 
and Bertino.  Damaged or missing textbooks will be charged to student accounts and must be 
paid for prior to graduation.  The cost of a book replacement is $127.95. 

Class Schedule 

This schedule is approximate and is subject to change.  Every effort will be made to adhere to 
this schedule; changes in test dates will be noted at least three days in advance.  Test dates will 
also be posted in Infinite Campus at least three days prior to the test date. 

Dates Content Test Date 
8/7-8/21 Observation skills 8/21/2020 
8/24-9/4 Evidence Collection 9/3/2020 
9/8-9/18 Photography/Digital Evidence 9/17/2020 
9/21-10/2 Hair 10/1/2020 
10/5-10/7 CIA #1/Culminating Activity 10/6/2020 
10/13-10/23 Fiber 10/22/2020 
10/26-11/13 Fingerprints 11/12/2020 
11/16-11/20 Impressions/Tool Marks 12/10/2020 
11/30-12/11 Questioned Documents 12/10/2020 
12/14-12/18 CIA #2/Forensics Fair 12/15/2020 
1/5-1/8 Soil/Botany 1/21/2021 
1/11-1/22 DNA 1/21/2021 
1/25-2/5 Blood 2/4/2021 
2/8-2/19 Toxicology 2/18/2021 
2/22-3/5 CIA #3/Indoor Crime Scene 3/4/2021 
3/8-3/12 Glass 3/25/2021 



3/15-3/26 Firearms 3/25/2021 
3/29-4/16 Pathology/Entomology 4/15/2021 
TBA Virtual Autopsy/Alternative Activity TBA 
4/19-4/23 Anthropology 4/29/2021 
4/26-4/30 Arson 4/29/2021 
5/3-5/7 CIA #4/Outdoor Crime Scene 5/6/2021 
  

Class Period Schedule - Virtual Learning 

Below is the period schedule for virtual learning students. Please be sure to look over it as it is 
different from the traditional period schedule of face-to-face learning.  

Monday 
A-Day 

Tuesday 
B-Day 

Wednesday Thursday 
A-Day 

Friday 
B-Day 

1st Period 
(8:30 - 10:00) 

2nd Period 
(8:30 - 10:00) 

Extended 
Learning Time 

1st Period 
(8:30 - 10:00) 

2nd Period 
(8:30 - 10:00) 

3rd Period 
(10:15 - 12:15) 

4th Period 
(10:15 - 12:15) 

3rd Period 
(10:15 - 12:15) 

4th Period 
(10:15 - 12:15) 

5th Period 
(1:00 - 2:30) 

6th Period 
(1:00 - 2:30) 

5th Period 
(1:00 - 2:30) 

6th Period 
(1:00 - 2:30) 

7th Period 
(2:35 - 3:50) 

 7th Period 
(2:35 - 3:50) 

 

 


